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Willamette Management Associates 
Presents 2013 Standard of Excellence 
and Best Practices Literary Awards
Charlene M. Blalock

Each year the Insights editorial board presents one or more literary awards to Insights 
authors who are not associated with Willamette Management Associates. The editorial 

board has presented three awards this year. The first literary award—the Thought 
Leadership Award—was discussed in the last Insights issue. In this discussion, we present 

the Standard of Excellence Award and the Best Practices Award.

Each year, the Insights editorial board selects one 
or more articles that represent a significant contri-
bution to the professional literature and to techni-
cal scholarship by independent Insights authors. 
Independent authors, of course, are Insights con-
tributors who are not associated with Willamette 
Management Associates.

standard oF ExcEllEncE award 
We are pleased to announce that the Standard of 
Excellence Award for 2013 goes to Marc Sellers, 
Esq., of Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt, for his article, 
“Introduction to the IRS’s ‘Parallel’ Investigations,” 
which appeared in the Autumn 2013 issue of Insights.

marc k. sEllErs
Marc Sellers is a shareholder of 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt in the 
firm’s Portland, Oregon, office. In 2012, 
Marc was named “Tax Lawyer of the 
Year—Tax Litigation and Controversy” 
in Portland, Oregon, by Best Lawyers 
in America 2012, a preeminent national 
peer review organization. He is also 
listed in The Best Lawyers 2015 for liti-
gation and controversy-tax, and tax law.

Since joining Schwabe, Williamson 
& Wyatt in 1980, Marc has focused 
his practice in the areas of civil and 

criminal tax law, including administrative appeals 
and litigation. He has extensive experience work-
ing with tax controversies arising under the federal 
laws, as well as under the laws of the states of 
Oregon, Washington, and California. Marc serves as 
the practice group leader for the firm’s tax group.
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Marc is the first attorney in the United States to 
obtain an award of attorney fees against the Internal 
Revenue Service under the IRS Restructuring and 
Reform Act of 1998 (26 USC §7430). He has repre-
sented clients in tax controversies before the U.S. 
Tax Court, the U.S. District Court (Oregon and 
the Southern and Central Districts of California), 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit 
and the U.S. Court of Federal Claims, as well as in 
the Oregon Tax Court. He also maintains an active 
transactional tax practice.

Marc has lectured extensively on many areas of 
the laws of taxation, including corporate, partner-
ship and individual income taxation; property tax 
issues; civil and criminal tax controversies, and on 
many procedural areas of tax practice. He has also 
lectured on topics arising under the environmental 
criminal laws of the United States.

Marc has been a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Tax Section of the Oregon Tax 
Bar for nine years. And, in 2007, he served as 
the Chairman of the Tax Section. In addition to 
other civic activities, he serves as pro bono legal 
counsel to several publicly supported charities in 
Washington County, Oregon.

Marc holds a master of laws degree in taxation 
from Georgetown University Law Center (1980). He 
holds a juris doctor degree from Loyola University 
School of Law (1978). And, he holds a bachelor of sci-
ence degree from the University of Redlands (1975).

BEst practicEs award
We are pleased to announce that the Best Practices 
Award for 2013 goes to Darius Hartwell, Esq., of 
Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt, for his article, “Earn-
Outs: In Search of the ‘Win-Win’ Scenario,” which 
appeared in the Summer 2013 issue of Insights.

darius hartwEll
Darius Hartwell is a shareholder of Schwabe, 
Williamson & Wyatt in the firm’s Portland, Oregon, 

office.

Since jo ining 
Schwabe, Williamson & 
Wyatt in 2000, Darius has 
focused his practice on 
mergers and acquisitions, 
corporate finance, and 
securities law. He repre-
sents a broad spectrum 
of clients in the transac-
tional setting, as well as 
providing general corpo-
rate counsel on an ongo-

ing basis. Darius 
regularly repre-
sents both lenders 
and borrowers in 
connection with 
revolving lines 
of credit, term 
loans, and other 
commercial debt 
financing transac-
tions.

Darius is a 
member of the 
board of directors 
of the Portland 
Farmers Market. 
He is a member 
of the Oregon 
State Bar Business 
and Securities 
Regulation sec-
tions. In addition, 
Darius is active 
with the Lewis & Clark Small Business Legal Clinic, 
providing pro bono legal services to economically 
disadvantaged local entrepreneurs.

In 2007, Darius received the Clinic’s Outstanding 
Pro Bono Service Award.

Since 2008, Darius has been recognized by 
Thomson-Reuters and Law & Politics magazine as 
a Rising Star in the field of business and corporate 
law, a distinction which recognizes outstanding law-
yers who have attained a high degree of peer recog-
nition and professional achievement. 

In 2010, the Portland Business Journal named 
Darius as one of its “Forty Under 40” recipi-
ents, an award that annually recognizes the most 
accomplished, influential, and civic-minded young 
executives in Portland. In 2011, he received the 
Judge Learned Hand Emerging Leadership Award. 
This honor is presented by the Oregon Area Jewish 
Committee and recognizes outstanding emerging 
leaders in the legal profession.

Darius holds a juris doctor degree from 
Northwestern School of Law, Lewis & Clark 
College (2000). He also holds a bachelor of 
arts degree from the University of Delaware 
(1994).

Charlene Blalock is the editor of Insights and a research 
associate in our Portland, Oregon, office. She can be 
reached at 503-243-7509 or at cmblalock@willamette.com.


